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THIRTY-EIGHTH DAY. 

SENATE CHAMBER, t 
AUSTIN, TEXAS, February 23, 1887. f 

The Senate met pursuant to ad
jourument. 

Lieut.-Governor ·wheeler in the 
-chair. 

Roll called. 
Quorum present. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Dr. Smoot. 
On motion of Senator Houston, 
The reading of the Journal of yes

terday was dispensed with. 

SENATOR M'DONAI,D 

Asked to have the Journal corrected 
on page 4, fir~t column, to strike out 
$5,000 and insert $500. 

Journal corrected. 

SENATOR POPE 

Asked to have the Journal of vester
day to show that Senator McDonald's 
spe<'ch on substitute Senate bill No 
22, the Commissioners' bill was against 
the constitutionality and expediency 
of 8uch a mea8ure. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COM
MITTEES. 

living or owning land within five miles 
of such dewanded crossing. 

All of whic>h is respectfully submit·· 
ted. 

GREGG, chairman. 
Bill and substitute read first time, 

COMMITTEE ROOM. t 
AUSTIN, February 22, 1887. f 

IIon. 1'. B. Wheeler, President of the 
Senate: 
Sir-·Your Committee on Internal 

Improvements, to whom was referred 
Senate bill No. 116, entitled: 

"An act to amend title 20, of the 
Revised Civil Statutes, by adding an
other chapter thereto, to be ~tyled 
chapter fourteen (14)," have had the 
same under consideration, and in
~truct me to report it back to the 
Senate with the recommendation that 
it do pass. 

All of which is respectfully submit
ted. 

GREGG, chairman. 
Bill read first time. 

COMMITTEE ROOM. l 
AUSTIN, February 22, 1887. ) 

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the 
Senate: 
Sir-Your Committeo on Internal 

Improvements, to whom wi>s referred 
Senate bill No. 173. entitled: 

BY SENATOR GREGG: "An 11ct to Amend chapter 10 of the 
Revised Civil Statutes by adding 
thereto Articles 4226a, 4226b and 

COMMITTEE ROOM, I 4226<'," have had the· same under 
AUSTIN, February 22, 1887 f comideration, and instruct me to 

Jlon T. B. lV!ieelei·, President of report it back to the Senate with the 
the Senate: recommendation that it do lie on the 
Sir-Your Commgtee on Internal table subject to call, as another bill 

Improvements, to whom was referred containing the same matter has been 
:Senate bill No. 44, entitled: · favorably reported and is now before 

"An act to require railway corpora· the Senate for con;;ideration 
tions, when they fence their right of The bill seeks to ~ecure bPtter ac
way, or when they have already fenced commodations for the traveling public 
it, to leave or make certain crossings and to induce greater diligence in 
therein, and to provide a penalty for making railway connections. 
the violation hereof,'' have carefully All of which is respectfully subrnit-
considered the same and instruct. me ted. 
to report it back to the Senate with GREGG, chairman. 
the accompanying substitute, and to Bill read first time. 
recommend that the substitute do 
pass. COMMITTEE ROOM, t 

The bill seeks to create a law where- AUSTIN, February 22, 1887. f 
by all railroad corporations which IIon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the 
fence the right of way of the road, as Senate. 
many have already done, to make or Sir-Your Committee on Internal 
leave open crossings at distances not Improvements, to whom was referred 
exceeding one and one half miles from Senate bill No. 187, entitled: 
each other, and provides that where "An act to amend Article 4227, chap
such crossing,i are not left open the ter 10, title 84. of the Revised Civil 
corporation may be f01ced to open Statutes of the State of Texas, so as to 
them on the application of two citizens. compel railway corporations to take, 
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transport and deliver ~hipments with
in a reasonable time," have bad the 
same under consideration, and in~truct 
me to report it back to the Senate with 
the recommendation that it. do lie on 
the table subject to call of the Senate, 
a~ anothn bill containing the same sub
ject matter bas been favorably report· 
ed and is now before the Senate. 

All of which is respectfully submit 
ted. 

GREGG, chairman. 
Bill read first time. 

COMMITTEE ROOl\I, L 
Am-TIN. February 22,1887. f 

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the 
Senate: 
Sir-your Committee on Intern1il 

Improvement!', to whom was referred 
Senate bill No. 49, entitled: 

"An act to rPgulate the rental allow 
ance for the use of telephones and 
fixing It penalty for its violatiPn," 
have had the same undPr consider
ation, and instruct me to report; it 
back to the Senate with the recom
Jnendation that it do not pass. 

The object of the bill is to reduce 
the rates of rental for telephones to 
two dollars and fifty cents, and three 
dollars for each phone so rented 
and further provides the rates and 
regulations <.>f communication or 
trammission of mes~ages from one 
local station, or town or city, to 
another. 

All of which is respectfully submit
ted. 

GREGG, chairman. 
Bill read first time. 

COMMITTEE ROOM, I 
AUSTIN, February 22, 1887. f 

Hon. T. JJ. Wheeler, President of 
the Senate: 
Sir-Your Committee on Internal 

ImprovementP. to whom was referred 
Senate bill No. 221, entitled: 

"An act to further define the crime 
of conspiracy and to prescribe the pun· 
ishment for the commission thereof," 
have had the same under considera
tion, and instruct me to report it 
back to the Senate with the recom
mendation that it do pass." 

'I'he bill seeks to make it a felony 
for any officer~, agents, or employ es of 
any parallel, or competing railway 
companies in this State, to engage in 
what is commonly called "pooling," 
and fixes the punishment at not less 
than two years, nor more than five 
ytar!', at hard labor in the peniten
tiary. 

--------- ----

All of which is respectfully submit
ted. 

GREGG, chairman. 
Bill re."td first time. 

COMMITTEE ROOM, t 
AUSTIN, February 22, 1887. f 

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the 
Senate: 
Sir-Your Committee on Internal 

JmproV(ments, to whom was re· 
ferred S•mate biil No. 220, entitled: 

"An a,~t to carry into effect section 
5, ArticlEl 10, of the Constitution of the 
State of Texas, and to prescribe a pen· 
alty for the violation thereof," have 
had the same under consideration, and 
instrnct me to report it back to the Sen
ate with the recommendation thatit do 
pass. 

All of which iB respectfully submit
ted. 

GREGG, chairwan. 
Bill read first time. 

COl\Il\lIT'fEE ROOM. I 
AUSTIN, February 22, 1887. f 

Hon. T B. Wheeler, President of the 
Senate: 
Sir-1' our Committee on Internal 

Improvements, to whom was referred 
Senate hill No. 46, entitled: 

''An act to compel railroad com
panies and other corporations to main
tain public offices within the State of 
Tex11!', and providing records and 
books shall be kPpt thereat, and what 
rnid books shall contain, and requiring 
said books to be kept open for inspec
tion, and providing appropriate penal
ties for a failnre to comply herewith," 
have carefully comidered the same, 
and instruct me to report it back to 
the Senate with the accompanying 
amendment, and to recommend that 
bill, so amended, do pass. 

All of which is respectfully sub
mitted. 

GREGG, chairman. 

COl\Il\IIT'.l'EE Al\IENDl\IENT. 

Strike out all of section 1, except the 
enacting clause and insert the fol
lowing: 

Every railroad or other corporation 
organized or doing business in this 
State under the laws or authoritv 
thereof, shall have and maintain a 
public office or place in this State for 
the trausaction of its business where 
transfers of stock ~hall be made and 
where shall be kept for inspection by 
the stock holders of such corporations 
books i1J which shall be recorded the 
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· amount of capital stock subscribed, 
the names of the owners of the stock, 
the amounts owned by them respect
ively, the amount of stock paid and 
by whom, the trnnsfor of said stock 
with the date of the trilmfer, the 
amount of assets and lia bitities and 
the names and places of re~idence of 
its offices. 

Bill read firo t time. 

BY SENATOR HARHISON: 

COMl\IITTEE ROOM, I 
AUSTIN, February 28, 1887, f 

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the 
t;enate: 
Sir-Your Committee on Private 

Land Claims, to whom was rt'ferred 
House bill No. 172, entitlerl: 

•·An act to authorize and require the 
Commi~•ioner of the Land Office to is
sue a vatent to heirs of Wilhelm Kuhl
man for 320 acres of land, located in 
Gillespie county onDerember 1. 1879, 
by virtue of •Crip No. 5," have had the 
same under consideration, nnd a. ma· 
jority in-truct rne to report it back to 
the i:3enate with the reeornmendation 
that it do pa.,s. 

All of which is respectfully bubmit
ted. 

HAHRISON, chairman. 
Bill read first time. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIO.NS. 

BY SENATOR CAJ,HOUN: 

A bill to be entitled: 
"An act to amend Article 2725 in title 

48 of C'hapter I of the Revised Civil 
Statutes of Texas." 

R,.ferred to Committee on Public 

Referred to Judiciary Committee 
No. 2. 

BY SENATOR BURGES: 

A bill to be entitltd: 
"Au act to amend Article 3454, title 

68, of thP Revised Ci\'il Statutes of the 
St ate of Texas." 

Referred to Judiciary. Committee 
No. 1. 

The bill provides that tbe bminess 
of a partnership may be conducted un
dPr the name of any one or more of 
either the general or spPcial partners 
of such firm, and if the name of any 
•pecial pa1-tuer bP so U>ed, it shall be 
so expre,sly btated, etc. 

BY SENA1'0Jt FRANK: 

A bill to be entitled: 
"An act to amend an act authoriz

ing the refunding from the State 
Treasurer from depcsits made to 
special fund~, to parties who may have 
paid the ~ame in error, and who may 
have paid the 8arne in error, and who 
may have rect>ived no considPration 
therefor, approved April 14, 1883." 

Referred to Committee on Public 
Lflnd~. 

BY SENATOR JARYIS: 

A bill to amend Article 4247, clrnpter 
10, title 84. R<'virnd Ch'il Statutes. 

Referred to CommittPe on IntE-rnal 
Im prove111ents. 

'l'he bill seeks to prevent combina
tions by railway companies. 

By leave 

SENATOR BELL 

Printini?. Sent up the following Committee re-
The bill provide~ for the distribution port: 

of Supreme and AppPllate Court re- Col\DlITTEE Roo::.r. t 
ports to each Justke of the Supreme AUSTIN, February 2a, 1887. f 
Court, the JrnlgeH of the Court of Ap- Hon. T B. lVheeler, Preside11t oj 
peals, Attorney Gemral. As>istant At· the Senate: 
torney General. Governor, the DiHtriet Sir-Yonr Judiciary Committee No. 
Judgf'S, the law professors of the Uni· 2, to whom was referred Senate bill 
versity, the Univn.·ity Librarian, to No. 27;i, entitled: 
each county judge, the Circuit Judge "An act to create the office of Dis
of .the l!nited S.tatt;is for Texa~, a1id trict Attorney tor the Sixth Judicial 
Umted Htates D1btrict Judges for Distric·t of the State of Texas. and to 
Tt-xas, etc., etc.· j regulate thP respedive duties of such 

Distri<·t Attor1Jey and of the County 
Attorney in said di>trict," have had 
the same under consideration, and 
instruct me to report it back to the 
Senate with the recommendation that
it do pass. 

BY SENATOR lll'DONALD: 

A bill to be entitled: 
"An act to create the office of Di~trict 

Attorney for the Sixth Judicial Dis
trict of the State of Texas, and to reg
ulate the respective duties of such Dis
trict Attorney and of the county at· 
torneys in said district." 

All of which is respectfully submit
ted. 

BELL, chairman. 
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Bill read first time. 

On motion of l::lenator Pield, 
Senate bill No. 141: 
"An act to diminish the civil juri&

diction of the county court of Brazos 
county, and to conform the juriodic· 
tion of the District to such change," 
was taken up out of its regular order, 
read third time, and passed by the fol· 
lowing vote: 

YEAS-14. 

Abercrombie, 
Allen, 
Armistead, 
Bell, 
Burges, 
Burney, . 
Calhoun, 
Claiborne, 
Davis, 
Douglass e>f J, 
Douglass of G, 
Field, 
Frank, 
Glasscock, 

Gregg, 
Harrison, 
Houston, 
Jarvis, 
Knittle, 
Lane, 
McDonald, 
MacManus, 
Pope, 
Simkins, 
Stinson, 
Upshaw, 
Woods. 

NAYS-none. 

ABSENT-2. 

Camp, Garrison. 

SENATOR FRANK 

Sent up the following privileged re
port: 

SEN A'l'E CHAMBER, t 
A US TIN, TEXAS, February 23, 1887. j 

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the 
· Senate: 

Sir-Your Committee on Engros~ed 
Bills have carefullv examined Senate 
bill No. 226, entitled: 

"An act to reori:?anize the Twenty
eighth Judicial District of the State 
or Texas; and to provide the 1imes 
for holding the District Court therein," 
and find tbe same correctly engrossed. 

FRANK, chairman. 

amendirg articles 4740, 4744, 4746, 4747, 
4748 and 4761, rn as to provide for a 
more thorough and efficient assess
ment of property and the colle..ition of 
taxes thereon." 

No. 12!. "An act to amend article 
3635, tiile 73, of the Revised Oivil 
Statutes." 

No. 12iJ, "An act to amend article 
339, chapter 4, title 10, of the Penal 
Code." 

No. 130. "An act to amend article 
431, l'hapter 3, title 7, Code of Crimi
nal ProC:~dure of 'an a~t to adopt and 
establish a Penal Code and Code of 
Criminal Procedure of the State of 
Texas,' passed February 21, 1879." 

'VILL LAMBERT, chief clerk, 
House of Representatives. 

The president refnred Honse bills 
No8. 52 and 124, to Judiciary Commit
tee No. l, and House bills No~. 129 and 
130. to Judiciary Committee No 2. 

By lea.ve: 

SEN ATOR POPE 
Sent up the following committee re
port: 

COMMITTEE ROOM, t 
AUSTIN, February 23, 1887. f 

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the 
Senat;1: 
Sir-Your Committee on Public 

Lands, to whom was referred House 
bill No. 304, entitled: 

"An act extt>nding for ten years the 
paymPnt of 1he principal of the pur
chase money for lands purchased un· 
der the t·.vo acts of the Legislature 
herein named," have had the ~ame 
under c:on~i<leration and instruct me 
to report it back to the Senate with 
the recommendation that it do pa~s. 

All of which is respectfully submit
ted. 

PoPE, chairman. 
Bill r.~ad first time. 

On motion of Senator Bell, 
Senate bill No. 129. 

The following message was received "An act to authorize countiei;;, cities 
from the Hou~e: 'i and towus in this State which have 

issued bonds to aid in the construction 
HOUSE O~' REPRESENTATIVES, t I of railroads and other internal 

AUSTIN, February 23. 1887. f improvements, to adjust their 
Hon. T. B. Wheeler President of I rate of taxation so as to provide for 

the Senate: the payment of the int,erest and sink· 
I am instructed by the. House to in- ing fund. on the same,' was taken up 

form the Senate of the passage by the I out of _its re~ular order and read 
House of the following House bills: second t11ne with fa"orable report. 

No. 52. '"An act to amend I SENATOR BELL 
title 95, of the Revised Statutes, , 
by adding thereto articles 4710a, 4710b. j Explained the bill and it was passed 
4712a, 4748a, 4763a and 4765a, and by i to engrossment. 
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On motion of Senator Bell, 
The constitutional rule was suspend

eJ, and the bill wa~ placPdon thPthird 
reading by the following vott>: 

YEAS-26. 

Ab'lrcrombie, 
Allen, 
Armistead, 
Bell, 
Burney, 
Calhoun, 
Claiborne, 
Davis, 
Douglass of .f, 
Douglaos of G, 
Fit>ltl, 
Fra1ik, 
{ilasrnock. 

Gregg 
Harrisou, 
Hou•tou, 
Jarvi~. 
Knittle. 
LRue. 
McDonald, 
Macl\lanus, 
Pope, 
Simkins. 
Stinson, 
Upshaw, 
Woods. 

NAYS-none. 

Burge:;, 
()amp, 

ABSENT-3. 

Garrison. 

The bill was read third time and 
p lsrnd by the following vote: 

YEAS-27. 

A hercrom hie. 
Allen, 
A rmistf ad, 
Bell, 
Burges, 
Burner, 
Calhonn, 
Claiborne, 
Davi~. 
Douglass of ,J. 
Douglass of G, 
Field, 
Frank, 
Glasscock. 

Gregg, 
Harrison, 
Hou, ton, 
Jarvis, 
Knittle, 
Lane, 
McDouald, 
l\facManus, 
Pope, 
Simkins, 
Stinson, 
Upshaw, 
Woods. 

NAYS-nonP. 

ABSENT-2. 

·Camp, Garrison. 

On motion of Senator Douglass of 
Jefferson, 

Senate bill No. 259: 
'"An act to amend an act passed by 

the Nineteenth Legislature, entitled 
an act to amend section 9 of an act en
titled an act to redistrict the State into 
judicial districts and fix the time of 
holding court therein, and to provide 
for the election of judges and district 
attorneys at the next general election, 
to be held on the first 'fuesday after 
the first Monday in November," passed 

at theregularsessionofthe Eighteenth 
Legislature," 

\Vas taken up out of its regular 
order, read the >econd time with fa
vorable repnrt, and orde1ed engrossed. 

On !Lotion of Senator Houston. 
House bill No. 304. 
"A 11 act extending for ten years the 

payment of the priucipal of the pur
chaoe money for lauds under the two 
acts of the Legislature herein passed," 
was taken up out of its regular order, 
and the C'Onstitut'onal rule requiring 
bills to be 1 ead on three several days 
was suspended and the bill was placed 
011 its Hecond 1 eading by the following 
vote: 

Abercrombie, 
Allen, 
Armistead, 
Bell, 
Burges, 
Burney, 
ralhoun, 
Claiborne. 
Davis, 
Douglass of J. 
Field, 
Frank, 
Glasscock, 

YEAS-25. 

Gregg, 
Harrison, 
Houston, 
Jarvis, 
Knittle, 
Lane, 
McDonald, 
MacManus, 
Pope, 
Simkins, 
Upshaw, 
Woods. 

ABSENT-4. 

Camp, 
Douglass of G. 

Garrison. 
Stim;on. · 

SENATOR ARMISTEAD 

I Opposed the engrossment of the bill. 

I 
SENATOHS HOUSTON, BELL AND CAL

HOUN 
Favored it. 

The bill was ordered engrossed. 
On motion of Senator Burney, House 

bill No. 88. 
"An act to establish the western 

boundary of Ed wards county," was 
taked UP, out of its regular order. 

SENATOR BURNEY 

Offered the following amendment: 
Amend section 3, by striking out 

the words "the passage of'' ""and when" 
in line 4, and the word "it" in line 5. 

The amendment was adopted and 
the bill passed to its third reading. 

(Senator Jarvis in the chair.) 
The Senate resumed consideration 

of Substitute SenPte bill No. 22 (the 
railway commission bilt), with the 
amendment of Senator Gregg pending_ 

The amendment was adopted. 
_(T~e President in the chair.) 
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SENATOR CLAIBORNE 

Moved to amend section 6 by imerting 
next after the word "State," in line 12, 
"and shall make just and rearnnatle 
rules and regulations to compel each 
to receive the other's paseeng ... r>', ton
age and cars, loaded or empty, and 
transport 11nd dt>liverthe same without 
delay, and fix fair and reaEOnable 
charges theref•;1·." 

Adopted. 

SENATOR BURNEY 

Offned the following amendment: 
"Amend section 7 by adding after 

the word 'shall' in line 6 the words 
'be prima facie evidence.' 

"Aud to ,trike out in line 11 the word 
'sufficient,' and the word 'evidence' in 
line 12." 

SENATOR GREUG 

Offerefl the following substitute for 
the amendment: 

"Amend section 7, line il, by strik
ing out word 'safficient" and imerting 
in lieu thereof the words 'prim a facie.'" 

SEXATOR BURNEY 

Oppornd the >ubstitute, and Senator 
Gregg withdrew it. 

SEN ATOR WOODS 

Offered the following substitute for 
the pending amendment: 

"Ame11d section 7, line 11, by strik· 
ing out 'sufficient,' and inserting, 
'prima facie.' " 

SENATOR WOODS 

Explained the rnb~titute and it was 
adopted as a substitute for the amend
ment, and as a part of the bill. 

SENAT0R GREGG 

Moved to "Amend section 10, by strik· 
ing out all aftf!r word 'commii:sioners,' 
in line 4, down to and including word 
'notice' in line fl," 

SENATOR M'DO:N"ALD 

Offered the following amendment: 
Amend by adding to the bill fection 

17, that nothiug in this act i,hall apply 
to the c~rriage, storage or handlmg of 
property free or at reduced rates for 
the United State~. State, or muuicipal 
governmeurs, or for charitable pur
poses, or to or from fairs and exposi
tions for eAhibition thereat, or the is
suance cf mileage, excursion, or com
mutatiou pas;,enger t_ickets, nothing in 
this act tihall be construed to prohibit 
any raii way company from giving 
rat£s to mini~ters of religion .or 
of charity; nothing in this act shall be 
construed to pre\·ent railway com
panies from giving free carriage to 
their own officPrs and employe8, ur to 
prevent the principal officers of any 
railway company or companies from 
exchanging pasrns or ti<:kets with 
other railway comr:anit-s for their 
officers and employes; but tho giving, 
in any manner whatsoever, of reduced 
rates for freigbt or pa1-seng~r carriage 
or of free pas·e~. 1 ickf'ts or transporta
tion, except as herein allowed, is here
by prohibited and made uulawful. 

And any railway compai.y which, 
by any officer, agent, serva1,t, em
ploye or attoruey may viol11te, directly 
or indirectly, in any mauner whatto
ever, any oft he provisions of this sec· 
tion, sh:~ll be liable to a penalty not 
less than one thousaud nor more than 
five thous11nd dolLers, to be recovered 
in any court of co11Jpetent jurisdiction 
in a civil action, to be iustituted by 
any person giving intormation thereof; 
one-hall' of snch pem1lty to go to thP 
informer and the other half to the 
State of Texa~. 

SENATOR GREGG 

Offered the following amendment to 
the amendmeDt: 

ArueIJd by striking out the words 
''or of free passes tickets or trauspor
tation. '' 

SENATOR l<'IELD 

SENATOR GREGG 

Explained the amendment, 
was 

Oppos1;d the amendment. 
'l.n<l it The ~.mendment offered by fenator 

Gregg was loot by the following vote: 
Adopted. 

SENATOR GHEGG 

Moved to amend ~ection 10 by insert
ing alter word '·sections'' and "4," the 
word ''3." 

Adopted. 

Abercrombie, 
Burges, 
Calhoun, 
Davis, 
Douglass of J, 

YEAS-9. 

Gregg, 
Houston, 
MacManus, 
Stinson. 
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NAYS-18. 

Allen, 
Armistead, 
Bell, 
Burney, 
Douglass of G, 
Field, 
Frank, 
Glasscock, 
Harrisou, 

Jarvis, 
KnittlP, 
Lane, 
McDonald, 
Pope, 
Simkins, 
Terrell. 
Up~haw, 
Woods. 

ABSRNT-2. 

Camp, Claiborne. 

SENATOR BURGES 

Moved to amend the amendment by 
~triking out the last eighteen lines of 
the aweudmeut. 

(Seuator Claiborne in the chair.) 

SENATOR :l-11DONALll 

Offered the followiug substitute for the 
last amendment: 

Substitute for pending amendment 
of Seuator from Gaudalupe, by strik
iug out of the original amendment all 
after the word "dollarti." in line 9 and 
pa"e 3, and insert the following: "To 
be ';.ecovered and enforced as provided 
for in section 10 of the bill." 

Adopted. 
(The President in the Chair.) 
The amendment. as amended, was 
Adopted by the following vote: 

YEAS-20. 

Abercrombie, 
Allen, 
Bell, 
Burges, 
Burney, 
Davis, 
Douglas of J, 
Field, 
Frank, 
Glasscock, 

Armistead, 
Calhoun, 
Claibourne, 
Dou.glass, of G., 

Gregg, 
Harrison. 
Houston, 
Jarvis, 
Knittle. 
McDonald, 
Pope, 
Simkins, 
Terrell, 
Wood8. 

NAYS-7. 

Lane, 
Stinson. 
Upshaw. 

ABSEN'l'-3. 

Camp, MacManus. 
Garrison, 

SENA'.l'OR ARMISTEAD 

Sent up the following reasons to be 
printed in the Journal: 

''I vote 'no' on the McDonald 
amendment because it is clear to my 
mind that with the prernnt tPmper of 
the Senate its adoption would secure 
the final defeat of the Railroad Com-
mission bill. ARMISTEAD.,, 

"The ab')ve expresses mv reasons for 
voting 'no.' ·S'l'INSOX." 

On motion of Senator vVoods, 
Senator Garrison was excused for the 

day, on account of sickness. 
On motion of Senator Pope, 
Senator Camp was excused from 

Monday morning until to-morrow. 
On motion of Senator Housto'1, 
Se1rntor Stinson was excused from 

Monday morning until to-day. on ac
count of important business. 

SEXATOH DOUGJ,ASS OF GRAYSOX, 

By leave, 
Sent up the following special com

mittee report: 

REPORT OF THE PENITENTIARY 
YISITING COl\fl\fITTEE. 

Hon. T. B. Wlteeler, President of the Sen
ate and Hon. George 0. Pendleton, 
Speaker of the House of Representa
tives: 
Your joint committee of the Senate 

and House, appointed under House 
concurrent resolution passed January 
25, 1887, to investigate the manage
ment, condition and operation of the 
Texas State Penitentiaries and to 
make any rEicommendations pertain-· 
ing thereto which they may find, after 
such examination, to oe neceEsary, beg 
leave to submit the f1llowing report: 

At a meeting of said committee, at 
which a quorum was present, Hon. H. 
L. Tatt>, of the House, was selected as 
chairman. The committee decided to 
first proceed to the convicts' camps on 
the plantations on Oyster Creek. 
Leaving Austin, Monday we reached 
the plantations of Col. E. H. Cun
niugbam and Col. L. A. Ellis Tuesday 
morning. 

These plantations are situated in 
Fort Bend county, 28 miles west of 
Houston, on the SunEet railway. At 
Col. Cunningham's place we found the 
prison accommodations ample, good, 
clean, thoroughly ventilated, comfort
able and well kept. The food is good, 
well prepared, in wholesome variety 
and abundant, and none of the con
victs hRd any complaints to make, say
ing that they were well treated. There 
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are 128 on this farru. and only one was i ('oumliltt<'•aw_ aml from th<' tei,;tiuwny 
sick, and he was ordered into Huuts i of t•ouvht~. who were qn:-stioned after 
ville a month ago, but could not go h<ng fol1! tlid the object of the corn
on account of the severity of his ill-\ rnittte -.1as to lwttfl' their con:-lition 
ness, bis cornplaiut being kidney' \1he1e 1hcy had heeu unjustly tre1ted 
disease. He informed your c0111mittet-> i either in 1 he way of food, clothing, 
that be had constant and careful lllt'd- pnni,-Ji111e11t, OVfrwork, etc. Then• 
ical attention. At Col. L. A. Ellis' "e I w11s no complaint offered here at all, 
found 187 convicts, and all wPre trPated ·except one negro said that Eeveral 
as they were at the Cunniugham place months ago he tried to eecape 
adjoining-, and reported to UH th::t they and was whipped. Hernemed to think 
bad plenty to eat, were well treated, he was illegally punished, and imagin
and that their food was as well pre- ed. as do rnme others, who seem to 
pared as often as it is in familie~. '!'bey think that no punhhment is allo1VEd 
claim not to he overworked, harshly by law for any misconduct whate1·01-. 
treated, nor excessively and cruelly '!'his explanation is made berause, aL 
pu11ished. The negroes are worked on them farms, •re found no other cause 
these farms exclusively, as they are on of <'Ornplniut. 
all the farms we visited. Capt. Ran~om ~eems to be the right 
THE STATE FA.Rl\I-HARLEM PLACE. man in the riuht place. He has put 

the farm iu thorough condition for the 
Since the meeting of the last Legis- coming crop; has dug· draining ditche~ 

lature the State bas purchased a large from two to twelve feet drep where 
plantatio11 known as the Harlem necesRary t > drain low places into 
place, comprising about 2500 acrns Oyster <'reek; .has had the plantation 
of rich land on the fertile banks of all fencrd; ha' had over fifteen hun
Oy~ter creek, in Fort Bend county. dred aere; thoroughly plowed aml 
It is on the Su met railway, the~tation prepared for spring planting, and will 
of the farm being called "Harlem plant tbiH >eRson as follows: 
switch," and is about 34 miles from 120 acres in sugar cane. 
Houston. The price paid for the 100 a<'res in oats. 
place was $25,000. which included the 300 ac:i·es in <'Orn. 
land, most of which was under fence The l")lllainder will he put in cotton. 
and abount 1000 acres in cultivation, This will give about 1000 acres in 
brick sugar house, with engine and cotton, which b a very sure and large 
sugar machinery, (old style), 8team crop in that section. lu regard to the 
gin and press, together with ample sugarp-"aut. BH stnted above, it is of 
barns, stables lots, etc., for provender, the old kind, and is now available only 
and stock. Since the State purchased for making molasas. If, aftPr this 
the farm, new prisons with a hospital, year, it is intended to make sugar as 
have been erected, all the land has well as mola<sas there, about :fi25,000 
been fenced, draining ditches have will be needed to make this crop prufit
been dug and more are being dug, and able, which amount, we are informed 
such improvements are bei11g carried by the financial agent, Mr. ,V. G. 
on, under the able management of Parish, and l>y the superintendent, 
Capt. R. J. Ransom, the farm manager Maj. T. J. Goree, and by the farm 
as will make this one of the best and manager, Capt" J. R. Ransom, will he 
most valuable plantations in the State. ample to put in a good plant of modern 

'l'he new prison is a double box- machinery sufficient to make up the 
home, eighty feet long, twenty-five yiPld of the plantation. 
wide, with eighteen-foot high ceiling. The class of conviets worked on this 
comfortable,strongandwell ventilated, farm is what is callrd dead-head, or 
capable of comfortably accommodat- second-clas~, that i~, convicts who are 
ing from 12.5 to 150 convicts. '!'he hos- in<'apaeitatecl, either by reawn of 
pita! is at right angles to the ptison, youth, old age, sicknPFS, being 
and runs eaht and west to the south of j crippled, or other cause~. from mak
tbe prison proper. It islike the prison. ing what i~ called "full hands." 
being 50x25xl8, with E-mooth dou- j There a,re now 69 convict~ on this 
ble floor, and c.ipable of comfortably plantat'on, and only three were in the 
accommodating about fifty patients hospital The physician had paid his 
without crowding. '!'he kitchen and visit to thorn the morning of our arri
dining room are situated north of the val, and they reported having had 
prison and bo~pit;i.I and are kept clean constant anl · careful medical atten
'I'he food is abundant and is well pre- tion. 'l'he per cent of sick we found 
pared, as evidenced from what your to be vEry small for that section. 
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The punishment we found to be Louis. Wednesdaynightwewitnessed 
light, and not frequent, and is only the grand spectacle of a run of twelve 
given by the sanction of the prison in- tons of iron, which was made into 
spectors, except in cases of insubordi- pigs. The ore is taken from beds near 
nation where delay could not be prac- the prirnn, and is practicaily inexhaus
ticed, and then each case is rPported to tible; and, as proof of the quality of 
the inspector in writing. About fifteen the iron made here, we will state that 
lashes is the average, as ascertained Financial Agent Parish, after nego
from the convicts themselves who had tiating awhile, bas created a demand 
been the reciJ.Jients of this favor. for this Rusk pig in St. Louis, and at 

'Vhen a~ked by one of the counuittee the great stove works of Quincy, Illi
what the State could do to better their nois, where he gets from $1.50 to $3 per 
conditions, several convicts answered ton more for this iron than the same 
that they would like to have rnme grade of St. Louis or Northern iron 
Sunday school and church literature. brings in those same markets. 
Thi~, in the estimation of your com- It will be remembered that at a 
mitte<>, is a good suggestion, and one former session of the Legi~lature sorne 
on which the 8tate should act. of a committee sent to vi•it this prison 

Capt. Ranrnm reports that be has reported in favor of letting the blast 
not enough mules, there being only furnace here remain idle for the rearnn 
about fifty, including rnrne of the old that, in their opinion, it could nev<>r 
ones bought with the place. This, we be made to pay because the ore was of 
are informed, will be attended to by such an inferior quality that iron would 
Financial Agent Paribh. Sufficient be unsalable if made frorn it, and be
provender was purchased with the came it would cost so much to procure 
farm to run it until the coming crop is coal (charcoal), on account of land for 
gathered, notwithstanding a large lot such purpose selling at such high fig
has been sent to Rubk. ures, and being worthless when the 

In conclusion, your committee beg timber was cut off, and could not be 
leave to report, concerning the pur- sold at any price. Your committee are 
chase of this farm, that it is one of the happy to say that tbis report has not 
best bargains made by the State, and been verified, and that the operation 
too much praise cannot be accorded to of the "Old Alcalde" blast furnace bas 
ex-Financial .Agent Brahan, and to I proven to be eminently a success. 
Maj. T. J. Goree, the superintendent And your committee deem it only just 
oft he venitentiaries, and to the board to state that, to the tibility and energy 
of managus for making the purchase of Mr. R. A. Barrett, late of the Ex
and putting it into operation. celsior Iron Works, of St. Louis, more 

THE RUSK PENITENTIARY. 

Through the courtesy of Captain M. 
G. Howe, Receiver of the Houston, 
East and 'VeEt Texas, and Shreveport 
railway, and through the kindne~s of 
Colonel W. S. Herndon, president, and 
Mr. J. G. Garrison, receiver of the 
Kansas and Gulf Short Line railway, 
your committee were enabled, by hav
ing seats offered in the private cars of 
the gentlemen named, to reach Rusk 
on the eveniug of February 9. The 
Rusk prison and works should be just
ly a pride to the State, since prirnns 
are nrcessary adjuncts to any govern
ment. 'Ve cannot refrain rigbt here 
from the remark that it fo to be de
plored that the people of Texas have 
so little knowledge of the value and 
extent of the plant here. The build
ings of the prisons and shops are of 
hard sand stone and brick, are strong, 
comfortable and well kept. 

The blast furnace is one of the most 
thoroughly equipped, and most suc
cessfully operated furnaces south of St. 

than to any one man, is due the great 
suecess of this furnace and of the 
Rusk iron industries. To this fact 
Financial Agent Parish and Superin
tendent Goree and all the shop fore· 
men t~stified. He has oversight of all. 
the iron outputs, and is rn thoroughly 
competent that the people of Texas 
may feel proud and fortunate in pos
sessing him as general manager of this 
branch of her industries. 

The reports of Superintendent Goree 
and of ex financial agent Brahan con
tain all the information and data as 
to the succeFs of this furnace, and 
your Committee deem it only neces
rnry to add that they found that all 
that bad been mid of these industries 
wa~ true, and that much more could 
have been said without overdrawing 
it. The out-put is about 30 tons per 
day, though the furnace built for only 
25 tons. 

THE PIPE FOUNDRY. 

To the blast furnace has been added 
a pipe foundry. This is fitted with 
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molds, ca•es, travelers heating tractor, Mr. Gus Wilke, to make the 
ancl dryiug furnace:", ' a cupo- caRtings for the new state house. Your 
la, or furnace for melting iron. committee saw the la'-t column of the 
It is thoroughly equipped. The tint fourth Etory cast. and work is now 
run of J·ipes had been made a few days progressing on the castings for the 
bt:fore we arrived. The p;pes made dome. 'This work i• pronounced, by 
here will run from twelve inches all irou :men who have seen it., as well 
in diameter down to three as by the contractor and members of 
inches. The quality of the pipes is the capitol ~yndicate who have s/>en it., 
of the very best, and will prove to be to be the be~t work of the kind they 
one of the most profitable branches of have ev•-r >een in the United States. 
thP iron indmtry. .i\Ir. Barrett. con- It is up on the building, and s1ieaks 
ceiwd the idea of making- "runs'' for for it•elf. In addition to this work, 
pipes direc1ly from the blast furrnice j The foundry h' turnmg out a good 
in-frad of maki • g p;g first and remelt- 1 quality of stoveF, ca~ting of which 
ing. It pro,·ed fro111 the fir~t experi- 1 your committee saw madP. The ma
ment. entirely successful, and wa~ the: chine ,shops are fitted up with 
firs• time surh a thing had been !lone i all the latest improvements neces
in the United States. The great ad- sary to finish up all castings 
vantage claiwed tor thi' i8 that it will, wade at the foundry, and with 
save the cost of fuel for the second perhaps sowe small additions. will be 
heat as well as of two han<:Iling of ma· I preparei to !lo all work which might 
terial, if it doe:: not make a much more 'be need,~d to keep the blast furnace 
.su1wrior quality of iron in thP pipes, I and foundry in remunerative opera
though this latter is not certain. It · tion all the tiwe. 
will, however. enabl~ Rusk to turn I NUMBEil EMPLOYED, AND IN HOS-
out. watn and gas pipes of the very i PITAL 
be~t quality at very low figures. This . · 
will give this department 88 much I . The1.e are employed now, at Ru.sk, 
work as can be done, a market for all j mcludmg thooe ou.t on the coalmg 
they make being as.ured with ordina· grounds, 593 • convwt~; of these . we 
r) efforts to introduce the pipes. 1 foun~ only se"enteen m the hospital, 

or a lrttle less than four per cent. The 
FUEL AND TIMBER LANDS. i hospita:. is ur:der char;.::e ?f Dr. -w. G. 

The question which caused even a· Jameson, prirnn. phy~wran, who ap· 
hesitation about operating this fur- . ~ears to be effiment, able and atten
nac" after the failure of Messrs. Comer I tI ve. 
& F t k . I t f I l!'OOD AND CLOTHING. eres o ma ·e rt pay, was t 1a o 
coal, and timber land from which to 1 In regard to food and clothing we 
-0ut. wood to make charcoal. Lack of', found no ground for censure. Con
railroad farilities rendermg mineral I vie.ts are reqnired to bath., their bodies 
fuel too high, it was thought that an<i change their clothing at least 
when owners of lands saw the State's' once per week; and, if the work is 
necessities they wouli raise the price dirty work, they change their clothing 
of lands, which, except for the timber,, twice P'~r week. Hearing a large num· 
are usele~~, and that, after the State' ber of convict", in way of complaints, 
bad cut the timber off, this land could: your committee have to report that 
not be sold for any price. Your com·, the food i~ al ways in sufficient quan· 
mittee found that while an exorbitant tity, of general variety, but i~ not 
figure is not demanded for timber always prepared with the care one 
lands, they are proving to be very fer-. could wish. But. while this is so, 
tile after the timber is cut. and, after. we found, on careful investigation and 
being cleared, can be sold again, on ' close comparison, that considering the 
an average, for about what they number of convicts to cook for, the 
originally cost.. The timber lands of I cause for complaint of badly cooked 
East Texas have, in the past. few year~, food bas be .. n less than the same 
proven to bH among our best ~anuy l causes of complaints that occur in 
farming laud>-, Jig-ht fertilizing being any famil:v in the land. And, thecon
necessary only when a few crops have victs making the complaints testified 
been rai~ed. that this bad been corrected as soon 

THE FOCXDRY AND SHOPS. as they repor~e~ the matter to the 
proper authorities. 

Since the meeting of the last Legis-, From the prison rules, which we find 
lature, the penitentiary managers have are generally observed, we giYe the 
made a contract with the capitol con- following in regard to food: 
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FOOD. Every officer inflicting this or any 
other puni~hment, will be held to a 

Section 1. The food of the convicts strict account that it is not abused. 
inside and outside the Penitentiary, Sec. 9. At outside camps, sergeants 
shall be sufficient in quantity, of good alone are authorized to inflict punish
quality, and well prepared; and. the ment, and their authority shall not be 
variety of food shall be rnbstant1ally delegated to a guard, nor to any one 
as follows: else. 

Breakfa'lt-Corn or flour bread, beef Sec. 10. A guard inflicting punish-
or bacon, and coffee (at least one- ment, even by order of the sergeant, 
fourth of a pound of parched coffee to shall be promptly discharged. 
everv ten convict"). Sec. 11. No convict shall be made in 

Dfoner-Corn bread, beef or bacon, any manner to punish another con
soup, and ~uch gard.en or field vegeta- vict. 
bles as can be furrnshed. In the ab- At this prison we found some very 
~ence of \"egetable there sh~ll be f.nr- serious in!'ractions of the above rules 
nished either navy beans, rice, dried in reg-ard to punishme11t, where con
apples or hominy; mola-;ses shall be I victs hat! been sPver<'ly punished. '!'his 
furnished to sweeten apples. 1 was found to have resulted from the 

Supper-Flour or corn bread, beef or malicious and vicious spirit of guards 
lJacon. . . and under keepers, except in two 

Sec. 2. Fl~ur bread, m1:ced with cases, in which the as~istant superin
proper ingredients to make 1.t health- tendent, Capt. l!'. P. O'Brien, had been 
f!1l aud palatable :ind ample m !~u~n- a party to this excessive and urmeces
t1ty, shall be furmshed at least ~e 1 en ,_ary punishment. 
meals in the week. Molasses to be It b but just to state, in this cou
furni,Ji,•d daily. . nection, that all the testimony elicited 

In ;L('.uition to the aboV:P, such arti- went to show that Superintendeut 
des of food must be furntshed _as are Goree 11lwavs put a stop to this kind 
suitable and nece~sary for the srnk and of treatme1;t whenever he was cogn i
convalernent. Vinegar, salt and pep- zant of it. To this all the convicts 
per shall be kept on the tables at all agreed. In tHe case where guards and 
timeR. sergeants have been urmece~sarily se-

Sec. 3. One-fifth of~ pound of sound vere, convicts testify that t.hey have 
tobacco shall be furmshed each con- seldom reported to the ~upermtendeut
vict per week. or the assistant, and that where such 

Sec. 4. It ~hall be the . duty of ser- rt>ports have been made to Superinten
geants in charge of convJCts to .P_revent dent Goree, speedy and sure correction 
any unnecessary w11ste of pro_v1s10ns. have followed in the way of censure 

Sec. 5. There shall be furmshed for or dismissal, or both. 
each convict at the prison proper and · 
outside camp~, one tin plate, one tin WATER S!:'PPLY. 

soup pan, one tin pint cup, and one ! your committee noticed that the 
knife, tork aud table-spoon:________ water apparatus here is not efficient 

PUNISHMENTS. - :;;.._"'::: 

From the general prison rules we 
give the following extract as a basis of 
our report on this part of our investi
gation. 

Sec. 5. The severer modes of 
punishment, and especially whipping. 
;hall only be re8orted to after milder 
means have failed to bring the of
fender to terms. A sergeant desir
ing an order to whip a convict, must 
make an application in writing to the 
inspector, stating fnlly the offensf>, and 
that other means had been triPd and 
failed to produce the dt>sired effect. 

Sec. 6. In whipping, a l~ather 
strap, about two and a half mi;hes 
wide and two feet long, fastened m a 
wooden handle, shall be used, and care 
must be taken not to break the skin. 

for fire protection. A stand pipe is 
needed to give a good pressure so as to 
force it to all parts of the prison and 
works, and to furni~h a sufficient pro
tection against fire, and rn as not to 
depend on pumps as at present. The 
loss sustained by the dirn-trous fire 
since the meeting of the last Legisla
ture would have more than paid for 
such a water apparatus. 

!See recommendations.) 

THE HUNTSVILLE PRISONS. 

This is the headquarters of the Texas 
penitentiHre~. and where are kept the 

offices of the superintendPnt and 
financial agent. Your committee are 
pleased to state that they found the 
office of the superintendent well sys
tematized, the books bdter kept, 
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cleaner and in more order than ever 
before, as shown by comparison with 
the old systems, and everythi11g so 
arranged that the history of each con
vict and of every transaction in the 
conduct of the prison could be readily 
found in a minute's time. The same 
was found at Rusk. The ex-financial 
agent, Haywood Brahan, left his office 
in thorough good shape, and every· 
thing is carried on in a systematic, 
business manner. The present finan
cial agent, W. G. Parish, is a worthy 
succesrnr to Major Brahan, and the 
business affairs of the 'l'exas p(miten
tiaries could not be placed in better 
hands. 

NUllIBER OF CONVICTS, AND THE HOS

PITAL. 

Being the headquarters, the sick, 
dirnbled and crippled from nearly all 
the camps and prisons are brou~ht 
here for treatment, notwithstanding 
this, we found but thirty-two patieut8 
in the hospital. This included sick, 
convalescents and chronic cases, and, 
in giving great praise due to tne prison 
physician, Dr. R. H. Bush, your com
mittee feel tnat the best manner to do 
so is to say that the hos!-lital, in its ar
rangement aml the care with which it 
is kept., is the best we have ever seen 
in any similar institution. It is divid
ed into wards so as to classify each dis· 
ease. This gives separate departments 
to chronic cases, to contagious and ep 
idemic cases and to convalescents. It 
is a model of cleanlines~, and not an 
odor of any kind whatever·was per
ceptible. The patients are furnished 
with food according to their condition 
and appetite;; while in the hospital, 
and in this respect fare as well as the 
patients in oul' best private and public 
hospitals. 

WAGON AND BLACKSMITH SHOPS. 

This department is in a flouri5hing 
condition. 'Vagons are turned out 
here in which the best of materials, 
superior workmanship and well sea
soned timber combine to make a wag
on for our home market without a su
perior anywhere. All work turned out 
of these shops is of the same class
the best, which will enable the State 
to compete with manufactories in these 
lines from any section of the north or 
east, 

FURNITURE AND CABINET SHOPS. 

While furniture and cabinet work of 
a fine quality is only made on special 

order, these !'hops are turning out the 
kind of 1~oods in this line which is in 
general demand in our markets, and 
which has heretofore been mainly 
supplied by St. Louis, Chicago, Cin
cinnati and Louisville. All work is 
guaranteed to be of the best workman
ship, and of the finest and most thor
oughly seasoned materials. This in· 
dustry can undoubtedly be made to 
take on huge proportior1s in our mark
et!', by beiug pushed in the proper 
manner, and can successfully compete 
with th''8 line now furni~hed consum
ers in Texas by outside factories. 

MESSRS. H, C. STILL & BRO. 

These gentlemen are now the only 
ones working contract labor in any of 
the inr,,ide iudustries of the peniten
tiaries, and are engaged in the manu
facture of saddle trees, stirrups, etc. 
They seem to be doing well, and the 
convicts they work speak in the high
est terms of them. They a1e them
selves hard working men. and set 
their convicts the example of earnest 
industry. 

THE IRON WORKS AND MACHINE SHOPS. 

No where iu the south west, south of 
St. Louis, can there be found a more 
thorou12;hly equipped foundry and ma
chine shop than is to be found here at 
Huntsville. It is very complete, and 
is under the management of Mr. C. H. 
Robinson, who is a thorough machin· 
ist, and an inventor of some of the 
most improved modern machinery. 
His hydraulic pump for the cotton 
press, suitable for farms, and capable 
of compres!'ing a 500 pound bale into 
16 inch,·s, is being made at the shops 
here, and is meetmg with ready sale 
at good profit to the penitentiary. 
These Ehops are turning out some of 
the b2st and hand~omest steam 
engineE. Wd have ever seen anywhere. 
In addition to these, any and all kinds 
of puir.ps, engines and machinery can 
be turned out here. 'l'he foundry and 
machine shop;; are fitted up with the 
latest a,nd most improved machinery, 
and nothing will prevent this from be
coming· one of tho most famous ma
chine works of the South ex'}ept a 
failure to provide the necessary funds 
to put lts product on the market. A 
good commercial traveler, sent out to 
represent thtse shops, could soon 
work up a large trade for all the prod
ucts of this prison in its wood, furni
ture, wagon and iron departments, as 
they turn out only the very best of 
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everything. made of the best materials complaints could be made concerning 
and of the finest workmanship. (See tbe Huntsville penitentiary. 
rncommendations.) 

CLOTHING, BOOTS, SHOES, BEDDING, ETC. 

As has been known for thirty years 
or morn, the cloth factory of this pris· 
on turns out cotton and wool C'loth suf
ficient to supply all the convicts of the 
State with clothing and bedding. It 
needs new machinery in the carding 
and spinning departmentF, especially 
for wool. The cloth made is of good 
quality, and is half wool and half cot· 
ton for winter clothing. Mattresses 
and quilts, ~beets and towels, are also 
made for all the prisons and camps of 
of the State. The sboe department is 
thoroughly equipped. and is under a 
competent foreman, who has been 
there for years. 'Ve found all the 
shops under competent men, and must 
commend the management for their 
wisdom in these selections. 

FOOD AND CLOTHING. 

The same remarks under this head 
concerning the Rusk prirnn will apply 
here, except we found no complaints 
about cooking. Cleanliness and com
fort seem to be the motto running all 
through the prison management, both 
as regards clothing and the persons of 
convict~, and variet.y, abundance and 
good cooking in the matter of food. 
Your committre ate of the food pre 
pared for the convicts, and found it 
~uperior to that furnish by many inns 
and taverns, for which the wayfarer 
has to pay$·~ prr day. All the con· 
victsinterviewed, and they were many. 
testified that no preparations had been 
made in this respect for the commit
tee's vhit, but that the food and prison 
were as they '\lways were. 

That the food was always of good 
quality, in sufficient variety, and well 
prepared, as a general rule. \Ve found 
the cells, chapel, hall~, yard~, sinks, 
etc., in a perfectly clean condition, and 
were assured by the convicts that the 
assistant superiniendent, Captain B. 
E. McCulloch, al w!lys kept them rn. 
In regard to Captain McCull0tih, your 
committee deem it only just to re· 
mark that all the convicts appeared 
anxious to testify in his behalf, as to 
his kindnei'S to those who endeavored 
to obey prison rules, and of his firm
ness and justice where discipline was 
necessary. He is most unque~tionably 
the right man in the right place. He 
allows no swearing and abuse of pris· 
oners by guards or other subordinates, 
and all convicts testified that no such 

PUNISHMENTS. 

We are happy to be able to make a 
short report under this head here. No 
complaints whatever were made in re
gard to punishment. 

WATEH SUPPLY. 

There is a standpipe here sufficient 
to give all the force needed to supply 
the prison and to furnish fire protec· 
tion. But the water suppy is inade
quate in quantity and is not as whole· 
some as it should be. The wells seem 
to be impregnated with some kind of 
mineral which is not healthy. The 
great need is for more wells and purer 
water. Financial Agent Parish and 
the bUperintendent, Major Goree, are 
in correspondence with a well boring 
company who will undertake to guar
antee a sufficient flow of the best water. 

THE HUNTSVILLE FARM. 

This is the name generally given to 
the Wynne farm, purchased in 1883, 
and situated two and one-half miles 
northwest of Huntsville, and used for 
working convicts who are unable to go 
off to the camps and farms at a dis
tanct>, and who. but for this farm, 
would be a <1ead expense to the State. 
As it is, this kind of labor works this 
farm EO l'.S to raise all the corn, fodder, 
oats, green vegetables, potatoes (sweet), 
onions, etc., needed both at Huntsville 
and on the farm and in the camps 
where wood is being cut, besides hav
iug some to sell. A very fine orchard 
has been planted, and will, in a few 
years. furnish an abundance of fruit 
for the prisons. Near this farm is the 
Johnson farm, used for working the 
female convict~, only a sufficient num
ber of males being worked to perform 
the heavy labor. The farm is work;ed 
on sharEs. The convicts on these 
farms report that they are well treated, 
have an abundance of food, comforta
ble clothing, and are never abused nor 
maltreated, and said they had no 
grounds for complaining. 

THE WOOD CAMPS. 

Convicts from out on the wood and 
coaling camps report that they receive 
about the same treatment as in the 
prison, except that badly cooked food 
is given them more frequently than in 
prison, but that this is corrected when
ever it is reported to the sergeant in 
charge of the camp. 
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THH FAR'.11 J,ABORERS. I committPe would rny that one ra;lroa1l 
Your committee visited the farms on offt>rs very poor advantages in the way 

~he Brazos river, iu Robeitson county, of. tranHpnrtation for the iron indus
on which convints HrP hired to do the tnes 11t Rusk, that road bPing a narrow 
work. It i~ not deemed n~cessary 1 o gauge, :ind conrn•cting with a st:i.nding 
make a separate report on each, as all g-a_uge (thA l\Iisrnuri Pacitic) i-ixteen 
were found to 1 e about as WPll pro- u'iles north, aml with the Central at 
Yided for as if in the prisou walls. with Hou-ton, over the HouHton, East and 
-:he exception that thPy all said that ·we,.t Terns (r>arrow gange), a distance 
~hey were better satisfied there than of 163 mile.; wuth. At Huut-Yillethere 
they were in prisons. The•e convicts is only one road, out it is a part of the 
are all negroes, as well as all we visited l\Iissomi Pacific Hystem and the same 
un farms. They are comfortablv causP of complaint does not exist. We 
l10used. clothed and fed abundantly; ~honld remark, however, th:it the man-
1be sick, when there are any. are well a~ers of thfl Kansas and Uulf Short 
t·ared for. awl no complaiuts were Lice. at Rusk. haYe made as liberal 
made at all. 'l'hey are made to bathe arrangement•, perhap 0 , as would have 
1heir bodies ant.1 change their clothing been made by any line in the country 
once per week. 'Ve found the number under the cin·umstaneeF. 
1-mployed on them farms to he as fol-
lOWS: 

H R. Hearne, 55. 
H. L. Lewis, two ua.mps, 10!.I. 
W.W. Watt~. 53. 
R. J. White, 71. 
Ed. Wil•on, 4i. 
Wm. Hearne, 130. 
'l'he la>t na111ed far111 is worked m1 

i-ltare~, and is worked by dead·hPad 
iauor, as i>xplained undPr th., rt>nHtrks 
Nincerning thH State farm on Qy,ter 
treek, in Fort Beud county. 

Your committee were notified at 
Hearrrn that a eommittt>e of eitizenH of 
1hat town wished to have an int<·rview 
with them aml pre~ent them with ar· 
guwentsshowing why the State ~hould 
i.ot allow more than a certain number 
(1f conviC'ts to be quartered in any one 
t.om1ty. We sent word that we would 
hear them wheu we had gone over the 
farms. On returning to the town ot 
Hearne, no one appeared bPfore us. 
'Ve mention this ~imply bec·ause this 
hearing was iu;ked in the name of the 
1-itizens of Hearne and granted by us 
1'S a part of the Legielative committee 
having such matters under comiidera· 
tfon; and, though feelin~ that such 
complaints as we were notified would 
be made were more proper subjects for 
a protest or argumeut before the whole 
committees of the Legiolatare than for 
a rommittee simply investigating the 
workings of State prisons, we did not 
wish the impression to go abroad that 
we refused to bear what might be said. 
In order to meet with the committee 
as we agreed, your committee remain
ed in Hearne until after the train for 
Austin had departed Monday after
noon, and had to return here via Waco. 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

Jn regard to transportation y0ur 

The (•haplains of the prisons, Rev. 
\V. L. Kennc>cly, at Huntsville, and 
Rev. J. C. \Voolam, at Rusk, have 
heen the means of doing much good. 
and tbe·r teachings have had a very 
perceptible effect in the way of im
provirJg the morals and general con
duct of the pri~ouers, as a rule. It is 
the tPl'titnony of thPH' gputlomen 
howeve:!. borne out hy the observa
tions aml experie1we of superintendent 
Gome and hi~ 11ssistants, that good 
librarien and an a~sortiuent of religious 
and moral literature ex1rt the very 
wide~t influence for goou in this direc
tion. 'J'he books and papers are very 
generally read, with eagerness and 
care. anu the effect for good is very 
marked 1<nd r: pid. More so, i11 fact, 
than is the preaching- in the chapel. 
(see recommendations.) 

'Ve found life and long term con 
victs di~po~ed to obev the rules, and 
to conduct th.:lmselves rn as to avoid 
punishment, 11nd to make a clean rec
ord. 'Ve found that most of the con
victs looked upon our visit in the na
ture of a pardoning board, and numer
ous were their efforts to have us listen 
to thei"r recitals of what they consid
ered the injustic>1 practiced on them 
in their conviction, and through sym
pathy, your committee WM led into 
listening, to mrmy such complaints, 
and were forced to believe that there 
are some m~n in the penitetiary, who 
would, on a dose and impartial inves
tigation, be released. Without friends, 
without money or influence. these will 
remain there unless philanthropic mo
tives move the State to provide for 
such investigation as will leave no 
reasonable doubt as to their remain
ing ju:;tly or unjustly imprisoned, (see 
recommendations.) 
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RECOlll~ll<":"llATIONS. 

Your c·ommittee would rrspFct.fully 
make the following recommendatiom, 
concerning the 'J't.·xas penitentiarie~: 

We recommend tbat 1u1 appropria
tion of not le•s than $2500 be rnade t,o 
pay for boring artesfan wells at Rusk, 
and that a sutlicient amonnt be appro 
priated to ered 'uitable arnl efficient 
waterwork>' there. \Ye wonld sug::{P't 
that in horin~· for w:1ter. it could he 
ascertained it coal could lrn found in 
that section. thus pro,pecting fur coal 
while boriug- for water. 

\Ve recr•mmend that $25,000 be 
a,ppropriate<l for purchasiug timber 
lands a'ljaeent to Rnsk, for the pur
pose of manufacturing chareoaJ there· 
from. Thi~ land, as stated i•1 our re 
port. cau he rnld. after it i,; cleared of 
timber, for about the price t}w ~tate 
paid for it originally. 

\Ve recommend that the Financhtl 
Agent employ a commercial traveler 
to represEnt the prison indn~triP~, and 
~ell their products so as tn work up 
thi~ deserying and much-needed indn~
try. 

\Ve recolllltll'fHI an appropriation of 
$25,000 for the purpo:;e of putting iu 
modern suga.r making machinery on 
t.he Statfl farm in Fort Bend t•onnty, 
i;o as to be reach· to convert the enne 
1·rop into sug~r as well as into 
mola~ses aftn this year. 'Thi' ~aving 
to thf' Stat.A in sugar and m• las,es 
would more than pay for thi,; outlay 
with ouc good erop. In this connec· 
tion we wish to commend the wiHlom 
dhplap'<I in tlH' purcha•ing of that 
farm, ar1•l Ur{.{" that in view of tlw 
fact that to build walls for the C<'Il
finement of all our e01n-iets i~ an im
po.•si bili ty, owing to the t•nrrrmous 
expe11~e which would attc·11c1 tlw s.nue, 
tl1c State make purclrnst~ of lik" 
nature at as early a d"Y as pos>ihle>. 
Sufficient farms should be i1u1m di 
ately purchased to give eruploymt•nt 
to a certain cla~H of convicts who are 
more sui1 able for farm than for any 
other kind of work, as work ran be 
found for the other classes within the 
walls. 

We rPcorulllt'nu that all the convicts 
he employed within the walls as soon 
as they can be ma1le rnlf sustaining. 
The management of the penitentiaries 
inform the colllmittee that the num· 
bers employed within the walls will be 
very considerably increased in a ~hort 
time. 

\Ve recominend an appropriation of 
$50,000 for the purpose of buying up 

timber to be n>ed in the manufacture 
of wagon~, fr.rnitnre,etc. 'J'hisappro· 
priation will. really, he in the nature> 
of an advauct>ment on necessary ap· 
propriations to be made from time to 
time, as it will be only huyillg timber 
in 1888 to he u~ed i11 18!J1, when it is 
seasoned. and it i~ ab><olut ... Jy necessary 
to have seasoned limlwr with which t•> 
mauufacture the class of goods named, 
if we would have them compete in th~ 
market~ with factories out~ide of the 
State. 

\Ve recommencl that an appropria
tion of $250 per year be rnade to buy 
books for the prison libraries, and to 
purchase moral ancl relig-ious Jiteraturt> 
robe di:;trihuted to convicts on the 
camp,.; and at the farm8. 

We recornmPnd that the State take 
Brrn1e a<'tion towards building a rail. 
10.1d of 8fan~hrd g-auge from -Rusk to 
th<> Missouri Prcific railway at Jack· 
~onville. or to otlwr railway connee 
lion•, in caoe satisfactory terms for 
trausportation cc1nnot be made with 
the road now runniug to Ru~k. 

Your c·o111rnittee woul1l recmmmcrn: 
the freq11P1Jt use of exPcutive clem
ency iu tile ca~e of life and long term 
convict•, where ~ut'h hav... been con~ 
tinE'd for a term of t we! ve or fiftee . ., 
)'Pars, and have rlt-an prison record~; 
providt'd, their crimes were not such 
ll8 ~hownl an ttlmost total moral dt· 
pravity. such as c[,,liberately killing a 
per,;on for tlie purpose of robbery, etc•. 
l n this con11pr•t ion. we won Id also re''· 
ornrnend that a rrnrcl.oning hoard, O'." 

emmnittee, he; inaugurated for the pUJ· 
pose of vi>iting tile pcuitentiaries and 
.. xamining into lluubtfol cases, and 
looking i1;to the prison records of tht> 
s \!lit', and into the condnct of life and 
long ·term convict8, and to make re· 
1:ort tllereon to the Governor for hi,; 
action in extending exel'utive clemency 
on the recomrnewlaticm of ~ueh par
doning I.ward or committee. 

The report wilh acro.npanying 
rec:1mme1Hlation, is respectfully sub· 
mitt ed. 

'rA'fE 
Mcc1,'AN AIIAN, 
McG1rnEE, 

For the Hou;,e. 
DOUGLASS. 
GARRISON. 

For the Senatt>. 

SENATOR CLAIBORNE 

Move to amPrnl the tit IA by inserti11g 
at the encl thereof, ·'and enforce sec· 
tion 1, Article 10, of the Constitution 
of the State." 
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Adopted by the following vote: 

Armistead, 
B\lll, 
Burney, 
Calhoun, 
Claiborne, 
Davis, 
Douglass of J, 
Field, 

Abercrombie, 
Allen, 
Burges, 
Douglass of G, 
Gregg, 

YEAS-16. 

Frank, 
Glasscock, 
Knittle, 
Lane, 
McDonald, 
Pope, 
Simkins, 
Terrell. 

:'iAYS-9. 

Jarvis, 
Stinson, 
Upshaw. 
Woods. 

ABSENT-3. 

Harrison, 
Houston, 

MacManus, 

SENATOR GLASSCOCK 

Offered the following amendment: 
Amend section 6, by addin"" after the 

word tariffs in line 3, the 
0 

following 
words: 

"Provided that rates of freight and 
passenger tariff~ shall not be fixed 
lower than will prevent a net annual 
income of 15 per centum on the as
sessed value of said railroads as re 
turned by said companies for assess
ment of Tax€s.'' 

SENATOR GLASSCOCK 

Spoke in favor of the amendment. 

SENATOR ARMISTF.AD 

Oppornd;the a.mendment.. 

SENATOR ARMISTEAD 

Withdrew the amendment to the 
amendment. 

The amendment was lost by the fol
lowing vote: 

YEAS-6. 

Burges, 
Burney, 
Glasrnock, 

Abercrombie, 
Allen, 
Armistead, 
Bell, 
Calhoun, 
Davi!', 
Douglass of J, 
Dou,glass of G, 
Field, 
Frank, 

Houston, 
Knittle, 
Lane, 

NAYS-20. 

Gregg, 
Harrison, 
Jarvis, 
McDonald, 
Pope, 
Simpkins, 
Stinson, 
Terrell, 
Upshaw, 
Wood1:1. 

ABSENT-2. 

Claiborne, MacManus, 

On motion of Senator Terrell, 
House Bill No. 280: 
"An act to amend sections 4 and 12 

of an act, entitled an act, amendatory 
of and supplementary to the sevt>ral 
acts, incorporating the city of Dallas 
taking effect April 3, 1885. and to add 
thereto another section to be known 
as sectiorr 15a, and also to amend sec
tions 25, 63, 8!, 91, 94, 113, 126, 127 133 
and 179 of an act to incorporat~ the 
city of Dallai;:, approved Aufln't 9, 
1876, and all amendments to said sec-

1 tionl', by the amendatory acts of July 
'9, 1879, April 3, 1881, and March 31: 
1883, and to repeal all laws and parts 
of laws in conflict herewith" was 
taken up out of its regular ord~r, read 
second tiwe and order engrossed. 

SENATOR POPE By lea.ve, Henator Hou,ton, 
Sent up petitions from the citizens 

Moved to adjourn nntil'ten o'clock to· 0 .f Bell, M;ilam and \Villiat?son conn· 
morrow • I tie~, praymg for the creation of the 

Lost · new county of \VilliP. 
· , Referred to Committee on Counties 

SENATOR ARMISTEAD I and Countv Boundaries. 
' By leave"t'lenator Burges sent peti-

Offered the following amendment to tiom of officers of Kendall county 
the amendment. against the restoration of the Civil 

Strike out "assesrnd values," and in- and Criminal J uri~diction of the 
sert of n<;>t less than sufficient to pay an connty court of that couatv. 
annual mt ome on the actual cost of Refer;rnd to J udil·iary ·Committee 
building, construction and equipment No. 1. 
ol said railroad. On motion of Senator Claiborne 

subs~itute House hi!l No. 75, amending 
the city charter of Galve,ton etc., was 
referrtd to Judiciary Committee 
No. 1. 

SENATOR STINSON 

Opi.Josed the amendment. 
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On motion of Senator McDonald 
Senate bill No. 275. 

"An act to create the office 
of district attorney for the 
sixth judicial district of the State of 
Texas, and to rE>gulate the respective 
duties of such district attorney and of 
the county attorneys of said district,•• 
was taken up out of its order, and the 
constitutional rule was suspended and 
the bill was placed on its second read
ing by the following vota: 

YEAS-26. 

Abercrombie, 
Allen, 
Armistead, 
Bell, 
Burges, 
Burney, 
·Calhoun, 
Davis, 
Douglass of J, 
Douglass of G, 
Field, 
Frank, 
Glasscock, 

Gregg, 
Harrison, 
Houston, 
Jarvi~, 
Knittle, 
Lane, 
McDonald. 
MacManus, 
PopE>, 
Sim"ins, 
Stinson, 
Terrell, 
Woods. 

ABSENT-2. 

·Claiborne, Upshaw. 

The bill was read a second time and 
passed to engrossment. 

On motion of Senator McDonald, 
The constitutional rule was suspend

ed, and the bill was plared on its third 
reading, final passage, by the following 
vote: 

YEAS-26. 

Abercrombie, 
Allen, 
Armistead, 
Bell, 
Burney, 
Calhoun, 
Claiborne, 
Davis 
Douglass of .J., 
Douglass of G., 
Field, 
F1·ank, 
Glasscock, . 

Gregg, 
Harrison, 
Houston, 
.Jarvis, 
Knittle, 
Lane, 
McDonald, 
Mac Manus, 
Pope, 
Simpkins, 
Stinson, 
Tnrell, 
Woods. 

NAYS-none. 

ABSENT-2. 

Burges, Upshaw. 

The bill was read third time and 
passed by the following vote: 

YEAS-27. 

Abercrombie, Allen, 

Armistead, 
Bell, 
Burges, 
Burney, 
Calhoun, 
Claiborne, 
Davi~, 
Douglass of J, 
Douglass of G, 
Field, 
Frank, 
Glasscock, 
Gregg, 

Harrison, 
Houston, 
Jarvis, 
Knittle, 
Lane, 
McDonald, 
MacManus, 
Pope, 
Simkins, 
Stinson, 
Terrell, 
Woods. 

NAYS-none. 

ABSENT-1. 
Upshaw. 

SENATOR LANE 

Moved to adjourn until 3:30 o'clock p. 
m. 

SENATOR POPE 

Moved to adjourn till 10 o'clock to
morrow morning. 

The last motion was adopted, and 
the Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock to
morrow morning. 

THIRTY-NI.NTH DAY. 

SENATE CHAl\.IBER, 1 
AUSTIN, TEXAS, February24, 1887. f 

The Senate met pursuant to adjourn
ment, 

Lieutenant-Governor Wheeler in the 
chair. 

Roll called. , 
Quorum present. 
Praver by the Chaplain, Dr. Smoot. 
On motion of Senator McDonald, 
The reading of the Journal of yes-

terday was dispensed with. 

SENATOR M'DONALD 

Asked to have thA Journal of yester· 
day corrected to show that his amend
ment in the last column of the sixth 
page-seventh line from the bottom
contained the word "giving" instead 
of the word "reduced" as printed. 
And that his substitute for the amend
ment of Senator Burgess, in second 
column of seventh page, contained 
the written word, "dollars," and not 
"dE>alers," as printed, and that the 
substitute was endorsed, "accepted." 
instead of "adopted," as printed. 
(Journal corrected.) 

On motion of Senator Jarvis, 
Senator Abercrombie was excused 

for two days, on account of important 
business. 

• 


